
September 12, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

September 12, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Jennifer 

Bowles, and Kathy Lawson.  Sharon Hodge was not in attendance.  Staff present included City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, MiNET Manager Mike 

Scaffidi, Zoning Administrator Susan McCulloch, Animal Control Officer E.C. Stone and Police 

Chief Eddie Cassady.   

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Bowles, with the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, aye and Vice Mayor Martin, aye.  Council convened in 

Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) appointments to boards and commissions 

as authorized by Subsection 1  and (B) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff 

members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific 

legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by 

Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified 

that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed 

in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening 

the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was 

made by Council Member Bowles, seconded by Council Member Lawson, with the following 4-

0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; 

Council Member Bowles, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.   

Council Member Lawson made a motion to recommend to Circuit Court the 

appointment of Benjamin Sharpe to the Board of Zoning Appeals for an unexpired 5-year term 

ending September 22, 2019.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor.  

 Following the invocation by Council Member Lawson and Pledge to the American Flag, 

Mayor Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes of the August 22, 2017 Council Meeting - Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to approve the minutes as presented; Council Member  

Bowles seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

Consider presentation of a proclamation honoring Irving Groves, Jr. – Mayor Teague 

shared that Mr. Groves was a giant of our community in the impact he had.  Anytime Teague 

saw Mr. Groves, he had a smile on his face and an encouraging word.  Teague read the 
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proclamation and Council presented it to Mr. Grove’s daughters.  Mr. Grove’s daughter 

thanked Council on behalf of her father, stating that her parents loved this community.   

 

 

    

Conduct a public hearing for consideration of citizens interested in an appointment to 

one unexpired term ending June 30, 2018 on the Martinsville City School Board – Mayor 

Teague described the process for those interested in being considered for the school board 

vacancy then declared the public hearing open for those interested.  James Hyler, 211 

Oakdale Street expressed his interest in being considered for the vacancy.  Patrick Wright, 

Spruce Street said he would be interested in serving on the school board. Council Member 

Lawson said Andrew Hall would also like to be considered.  Teague closed the public hearing 

and said interviews would be conducted after the next Council meeting.   
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Conduct a public hearing on a request from Shenandoah Personal Communications, 

LLC for a special use permit to replace a wooden telecommunications tower with a monopole 

at 400 Broad Street – Susan McCulloch updated Council on the details of Shentel’s request for 

replacing the existing tower and introduced Max Wiegard, Attorney with Gentry Locke 

Attorneys. Wiegard presented a PowerPoint presentation about the application details, and 

differences in the current tower versus the proposed tower.  Council Member Bowles asked 

Wiegard to explain any environmental affects that could potentially be caused by the new 

tower.  Wiegard said the only adverse health affect could potentially be a slight increase of 

body temperature when standing directing in front of the tower at the top, studies show any 

radiation from the tower is a low percentage and deemed safe.  Mayor Teague asked about the 

screen trees that will be planted at the tower, Wiegard said the trees would grow tall and fast 

to shield the view of the tower and should be an improvement over the appearance of the 

current tower.  Mayor Teague declared the public hearing open.  No one approached the 

podium so Teague closed the public hearing.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to grant 

the special use permit; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members 

voting in favor.   
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Hear an update from Piedmont Arts Executive Director Kathy Rogers – Rogers provided 

a Calendar of Events.  She said in the past year over 21,000 people attended the Piedmont 

Arts either for a class, school tour, or other event.  Through the outreach program, their goal 

is to reach children from preschool to high school with free family days, partner with 

Martinsville Middle School for an after school art program, the Richmond Ballet will perform at 

a few of the Elementary schools, summer art camps, ongoing guided tours in the gallery, and 

other opportunities.  Rogers explained that it is always free to visit the gallery.  Piedmont Arts 

is planning additional activities that will be in neighborhoods and not just at the Piedmont 

Arts location.  Rogers shared details about upcoming free lectures along with current exhibits 

available at Piedmont Arts.  There will be a ribbon cutting ceremony October 14, 2017 for the 

Art Garden.  Council Member Bowles said she was very impressed with the outreach program.       

Consider a proposal submitted by National Sports Services LLS, Topeka, KS, to 

purchase the Martinsville Mustangs – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the City was 

contacted by National Sports Services who have expressed interest in acquiring the 

Martinsville Mustangs and made a proposal.  The proposal would assume the two years left on 

the current contract with Team Cole/Coastal Plain League with stipulations of repairs and 

improvements at the Mustangs stadium.   Bill Davidson, CEO of NSS provided background of 

his organization and their interest in the Mustangs.  Council Member Bowles made a motion 
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to authorize City Manager Towarnicki to proceed with the proposal; Council Member Lawson 

seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   

Consider information regarding replacement and upgrade of the City’s telephone 

equipment – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the telephone equipment has been in 

place since 2001 and is at the end of its useful life and in need of upgrading.  Ronco has 

provided a bid with heavy discounts if Council approves the upgrade now rather than waiting 

as originally budgeted. Mike Scaffidi, Telecommunications Manager explained that the newer 

equipment would save on annual maintenance costs.  Towarnicki emphasized that there will 

be a positive fund balance in the Telecommunication budget for the next year so by doing 

these upgrades now it will save the City approximately $200,000.  Council Member Lawson 

made a motion to authorize the City Manager to move forward with the agreement; Vice Mayor 

Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.   

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve item A of the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the 

motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve item B of the consent agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion 

with all Council Members voting in favor.   

 

Consider approval on first reading, amendments to Chapter 5, “Animals and Fowl”, of 

the Martinsville City Code – City Attorney Monday detailed the proposed amendments which 

are intended to make enforcement of the ordinance easier.  Mayor Teague and Council 

Member Bowles expressed concerns over some of the changes requested.  Mayor Teague asked 

Animal Control Officer Stone his opinion and reasoning for the requested changes.  Mayor 
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Teague invited those in attendance who wanted to express opinions on the amendments.  

Melissa White, 1725 Meadowview Lane expressed her concern regarding the ordinance 

changes and said that the City now has an opportunity to make the new laws more 

enforceable while keeping the dogs safer.  She would like to see provisions including tethers 

with swivels and prohibiting choke or prong collars and limit chains of 1/8th of a dog’s weight. 

She asked that Council refrain from approving the amendments until more progressive 

changes can be suggested.  Teague asked her to submit her suggestions to City Attorney 

Monday and Animal Control Officer Stone.  White said as a former SPCA representative, she 

would be happy to work with the City on amendments that would be beneficial to the animals 

and enforceable by the City.  Nicole Harris, Executive Director for the SPCA said they would be 

happy to seek grant money to provide smaller chains for residents.  Harris read a letter from 

the Humane Society expressing concerns regarding the proposed amendments. Harris asked 

that Council consider restrictions including an enforceable time limit during daylight hours, 

temperature restrictions and prohibition of tethering during severe weather warnings.  Council 

Member Lawson made a motion to approve the amendment on first reading leaving the 

temperature minimum at 32 degrees and maximum temperature at 90 degrees; Bowles 

seconded the motion.  Teague requested “for more than four (4) hours, in any twenty-four hour 

period” be left on the ordinance since it can be enforceable if a citizen is willing to testify under 

oath.  Council Members voted to approve the Ordinance as amended on first reading.  Roll 

Call: Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council 

Member Bowles, aye. 
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Business from the Floor – no one approached the podium 

Comments by members of City Council – Council Member Bowles wished all 

grandparents a Happy Grandparents Day and congratulations to the Martinsville Bulldogs on 

their win.  Bowles congratulated the Martinsville Police Department for a successful Coffee 

with a Cop event.  September 30, 2017 Grace Presbyterian Church will hold a Community 

Resource day.  Books and Crannies will host a children’s reading event Saturday September 

16 at 11:00.  Bowles explained that she had attended her first Virginia Resource Authority 

meeting and shared topics that were discussed.  Vice Mayor Martin said he was happy that 

Mayor Teague is back and thanked Ted Anderson and the Fire Department for fighting a fire at 

his uncle’s home.  Council Member Lawson reminded residents of the final TGIF on Friday 

September 15.  Mayor Teague thanked Vice Mayor Martin for managing the previous Council 

Meeting and he appreciated the prayers and well wishes from everyone.  Teague explained that 

Council Member Hodge had a work commitment and would return for the next Council 

meeting.  

Comments by City Manager – Towarnicki thanked Ralph Lawson and his team for the 

flags uptown.  At the last Council meeting, council appointed a member to a board that is no 

longer active.  The Boards and Commissions book has been updated and he is working to get 

her assigned to another board.  Towarnicki expressed his appreciation to the residents and the 

Police and Sheriff’s department during the hurricane relief.  They collected over 52,000 bottles 

of water and $350 in donations.  The Fire Department held a tollgate which collected $8,156 
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and will be donating those funds to the Plum Grove Volunteer Fire Department that lost 

everything in the hurricane and continued to work and rescue Texas residents in need.  The 

Sheriff’s department will offer Blessing buckets to collect toothbrushes and toiletries.  Council 

Member Lawson congratulated the Police Department on their new recruits.  Teague thanked 

the residents for their generosity and thanked Ralph Lawson for his work 

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:17pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


